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Connecticut Association of Conservation
& Inland Wetlands Commissions (CACIWC)

39th Annual Meeting & Environmental Conference

“Supporting Local Commission  
Habitat Protection Efforts”

Saturday, November 12, 2016
Sheraton Hartford South Hotel, 100 Capital Boulevard, Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Schedule for the Day

 Registration & Breakfast ...................... 8:30-9:00 a.m.
 Welcome & Business Meeting .............. 9:00-9:30 a.m.
 Session 1 Workshops ...........................9:30-10:30 a.m.
 Break 1 ................................................. 10:30-10:45 a.m.
 Session 2 Workshops ...........................10:45-11:45 p.m.
 Break 2 ................................................. 11:45-12:00 p.m.
 Lunch & Keynote Speaker Panel .........12:00-1:30 p.m.
 Break 3 ................................................. 1:30-2:00 p.m.
 Session 3 Workshops ...........................2:00-3:30 p.m.
 Final Display Viewing .........................3:30-3:45 p.m.
 Conference Ends .................................. 4:00 p.m.

Displays will be on view from 8:30 a.m.-3:45 p.m.

Business Meeting Agenda
Approval of Minutes – November 14, 2015 Annual Meeting
Reports:
 Treasurer’s Annual Report FY 2015-2016
 Budget FY 2016-2017
 President’s Report FY 2015-2016
Old Business
New Business
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Keynote Speaker Panel:

For our 2016 Annual Meeting and Environmental Conference CACIWC is proud to host an exciting legislative panel discussion 
during our conference luncheon. This panel consists of key legislative leaders who will discuss expectations for the upcoming 
legislative session including the ongoing efforts to enact a state constitutional amendment designed to permanently protect 

state parks and forests.

Our keynote speaker panel includes:

State Representative James M. Albis (99th House District) 
Co-Chair, Environmental Committee

Representative Albis also serves on the 
Finance, Revenue, & Bonding and the 
Executive & Legislative Nominations 
Committees. In addition to his 
committee work, James was appointed 
to chair the Speaker’s Task Force on 
Shoreline Preservation in February 
2012. This task force investigated 
the issues of sea level rise, coastal 
flooding, and extreme weather events, 

with the goal of ensuring the safety of homeowners along the 
coast and in other vulnerable areas. The task force released its 
recommendations in January 2013.
 Representative Albis played an active role in passing bills 
advancing coastal issues, strengthening condominium law, and 
promoting organ donation awareness. He is a strong advocate for 
education, voting to protect East Haven’s share of state education 
aid, as well as expanding the Family Resource Center at D.C. 
Moore School. He has worked to protect Medicaid and expand 
access to quality health care for our seniors.
 Born and raised in East Haven, Representative Albis was a 
member of the first graduating class of East Haven Academy in 
1998 and a 2002 graduate of East Haven High School. Upon 
graduating from EHHS, he attended New York University in 
New York City. In 2005, he spent a semester at NYU’s campus 
in Florence, Italy, studying international economics. He 
graduated from NYU in 2006 with a BA in Economics.
 The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters has 
recognized Representative Albis as a Legislative Champion 
from 2012-2014 for his work on coastal resilience and climate 
adaptation. The League also recently recognized Representative 
Albis as one of their 2016 Legislative Champions for his 
leadership on legislation to protect pollinators.

State Senator Ted M. Kennedy, Jr. (12th Senate District); 
Majority Whip, Connecticut General Assembly (CGA) and 
Co-Chair, Environmental Committee 

Senator Kennedy, who also serves on 
CGA Internship, Public Health and 
Transportation Committees is the son 
of the late U.S. Senator Edward M. 
“Ted” Kennedy from Massachusetts, and 
a nephew of former President John F. 
Kennedy.
     Connecticut-educated Senator  
Ted Kennedy, Jr. earned a Bachelor 

of Arts degree from Wesleyan University, a Masters in 
Environmental Studies from Yale University School of Forestry 

and Environmental Studies and a Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of Connecticut School of Law. Senator Kennedy 
practiced law with Wiggin & Dana in New Haven and co-
founded the Marwood Group, which advises corporations on 
health care and financial services. He later joined the NYC firm 
of Epstein, Becker, & Green, advising clients on health care 
reform policies. 
 Senator Ted Kennedy’s commitment to healthcare issues 
began at an early age. He was twelve years old when he was 
diagnosed with bone cancer and needed to have his right leg 
amputated. Ted underwent months of intensive physical therapy 
and was eventually able to resume an active life including 
learning how to ski using adaptive equipment. As a teenager, he 
trained with the U.S. Handicapped Ski Team and won several 
national medals. After his experiences with surgery, two years 
of chemotherapy and learning how to walk with the use of a 
prosthesis, he understood how people like him faced a two-
part struggle: the personal challenge of recovery and the public 
challenge of living in a society that did little to include people 
with disabilities.
 The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters recently 
recognized Senator Kennedy as one of the 2016 Legislative 
Champions for his leadership on legislative issues regarding 
pollinators and consumer packaging waste.

State Representative Mary M. Mushinsky (85th House 
District) Current member and former Co-Chair, 
Environmental Committee; Co-Chair, Program Review and 
Investigations Committee.

Mary Mushinsky was first elected to the 
Connecticut House of Representatives 
in 1980 on a platform of environmental 
activism, consumer advocacy and 
improved energy policies. Mary has 
held various leadership positions 
including co-chair of the legislature’s 
bipartisan Program Review and 
Investigations Committee, specializing 
in preparing workforce for a changing 

economy, retraining older and long term unemployed workers, 
apprenticeships, and improving efficiency of state programs. 
The committee spotlighted and expanded the state’s most 
successful apprenticeship program, Platform to Employment. 
Mary previously served as co-chair of the legislature’s Select 
Committee on Children for ten years and passed the state’s 
anti-bullying law. She is the recipient of numerous awards for 
adolescent pregnancy prevention and reduction of child poverty.
 She also served for six years as co-chair of the legislature’s 
Environment Committee. A biologist by training, Mary has 
been the chief proponent in the Connecticut legislature of 
major environmental legislation enacted during the 1980s and 
1990s, including mandatory recycling, packaging reduction, 
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n  Session 1 (9:30-10:30 a.m.)

A1. “Connecticut Invasive Plant & Forest 
Disease Update”
Rose Hiskes, Diagnostician & Horticulturist; The Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) & Robert E. Marra, 
PhD, Associate Scientist, The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station (CAES)
This workshop will provide you with updates on both current 
invasive plants in Connecticut along with information on blights, 
fungal species and other recently emerging diseases that endanger 
native trees and forest populations. Two principle components 
of the impact of climate change on forest health will also be 
discussed. First, changes in weather patterns, which include 
longer periods of drought punctuated by heavier rain events, put 
trees under greater stress, leaving them more susceptible to pests 
and disease. Second, warmer average temperatures will increase 
the likelihood of the establishment of new pests and pathogens 
to which our native flora are currently naïve. The synergistic 
effects of these two factors poses a critical threat to our forests 
and landscapes. Information provided in this workshop will help 
conservation commission members and staff learn to identify, 
control and report these invasive plants and emerging forest 
disease to help protect open space parcels in their towns.

open-space preservation, global warming mitigation and 
endangered species protection laws.
 Mary served as a member of the Commission on 
Enhancing Agency Outcomes and the Results-Based 
Accountability Working Group to achieve greater efficiencies 
in taxpayer funded programs, as well as the Peak Oil Caucus to 
reduce the impact of high oil prices on residents and businesses. 
She currently serves on the Manufacturing Caucus and the 
Sportsmen’s Caucus.
 In Wallingford, Mary initiated and serves as co-chair 
of the Quinnipiac River Linear Trail Advisory Committee, 
which works with local, state and federal officials and the 
community to expand the pedestrian/bicycle trail. She also 
serves on the Wallingford Energy Conservation Commission, 
which promoted the energy audit and energy management 

recommendations now implemented by the Town of 
Wallingford school system. Mary is a member and legislative 
liaison for the Coalition for a Better Wallingford, which seeks to 
reduce drug and alcohol abuse.
 The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters has long 
acknowledged Representative Mushinsky’s legislative leadership 
and environmental advocacy work. She was also recently 
recognized as a 2016 Legislative Champion for her leadership 
on water resource planning and protection.
 This distinguished keynote speaker panel will also discuss 
how our member commissions can plan for more ecologically 
resilient communities, as we prepare for short- and long-term 
changes to Connecticut habitats that may come about from 
global climate change.

Workshop Schedule & Locations

 Session 1 (9:30-10:30) Session 2 (10:45-11:45) Session 3 (2:00-3:30)

Conservation Biology/Habitat Management A1. Saloon AB A2. Hartford Room A3. Hartford Room

Legal/Regulatory Updates & Issues B1. The Grand Ballroom B2. The Grand Ballroom B3. The Grand Ballroom

Climate Adaptation & Resiliency Planning C1. Saloon CD C2. Saloon CD C3. Saloon CD

Local Environmental Protection & Planning D1. Hartford Room  D2. Saloon AB D3. Saloon AB

B1. “Wetlands Exemptions; Survey of Local 
Wetlands Agencies”
Janet Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC
This workshop will review the important rules and procedures 
for considering exemptions, while acting on wetlands 
applications, and appeals. Information from recent surveys 
of Connecticut wetlands agency regulations and practices 
will be used to illustrate the discussion. Attorney Brooks will 
draw upon her private practice experience and work with 
the Connecticut Attorney General’s Office to present this 
review of the basic steps to ensuring that your inland wetlands 
commission is functioning within the law while protecting 
local wetlands and watercourses within your town. She will also 
utilize findings from recent Connecticut court cases to illustrate 
these important points.

C1. “The Benefits of Trees in Improving 
Urban Microclimates”
Christopher M. Donnelly, Urban Forestry Coordinator; State 
of Connecticut, Department of Energy & Environmental 
Protection (DEEP,) Division of Forestry
Recent CACIWC conferences have focused on at-risk 
communities along Connecticut’s coastline & inland waterways 
and provided attendees with pertinent information on the 
impacts of climate change on the natural, built, and human 
environment in these areas. In this workshop, recent data 
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and other information will be provided that outline the 
benefits of promoting urban trees and forests to help improve 
microclimates within, while increasing the ecological diversity 
and aesthetic appeal of, Connecticut municipalities. 

D1. “How to Adopt a Plastic Bag Ban  
Ordinance in Your Town”
Liz Milwe, Co-author of the Ordinance and Member of the 
Westport Representative Town Meeting; Westport, Connecticut 
In 2008, Westport was the first community in Connecticut 
to adopt a ban on the use of plastic bags for retail checkout of 
purchased goods. Learn how the community was able to garner 
support of the ban from both the residents and the business 
community, ways to promote the use of reusable bags and tips 
for promoting compliance. 

n  Session 2 (10:45-11:45 a.m.)

A2. “Native Plants to Attract Pollinators”
Kimberly A. Stoner, PhD; Department of Entomology, The 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) 
Many CACIWC members are aware of incidents of hive 
mortality and downward trends in the size of many of our 
native bee populations. Publicity regarding these trends has 
spurred a new interest in cultivating habitats to foster these 
pollinators, which are so essential to the survivability of all of 
our food crop species. This workshop will provide information 
on easy and effective ways to plant open space gardens, 
protect meadows and promote bee habitats and those of other 
Connecticut pollinators. 

B2. “2016 Wetlands Law Update with 
Question & Answer Session”
David Wrinn, CT Attorney General’s Office; Janet Brooks, 
Attorney at Law, LLC; Mark Branse, Branse & Willis, LLC
This trio of wetlands attorneys has been brought back by again 
popular demand to keep you current with recent legislative 
changes and the latest state Supreme Court and Appellate Court 
cases. A large portion of this workshop will also include the 
question-and-answer session that you ask for each year!

C2. “NOAA Climate Change & Flood  
Frequency Data”
Edward Capone, Service Coordination Hydrologist; The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
National Weather Service, Northeast River Forecast Center 
The NOAA Northeast River Forecast Center has accumulated 
years of data on how long- and short-term climate trends affect 
flood frequency throughout the New England states. Mr. 
Capone and other staff of the center, work closely with partners 
at the federal, state and local agencies to assess challenging 
issues throughout the entire hydrologic spectrum from floods to 
drought. He will provide trend data and other information to 
help CACIWC members understand these dynamic issues and 
promote effective planning to improve resilience and climate 
adaptation within their towns. 

D2. “Primary Stormwater Quality Practices 
for Difficult Sites: Alternatives to Deten-
tion Basins”
Sean Hayden, Soil Scientist; Northwest Conversation District; 
Steve Trinkaus, Principal; Trinkaus Engineering, LLC
Stormwater detention ponds have long been used as best 
management practices for control of storm runoff and to help 
attenuate peak discharges. A major limitation of this approach is 
their use in difficult sites with limited space and other constraints. 
This work shop will provide attendees with alternative practices 
that are effective and viable for challenging sites.

n  Session 3 (2:00-3:30 p.m.)

A3. “2016 Gypsy Moth Outbreak and Pre-
dictions for 2017”
Kirby C. Stafford, III, PhD; State Entomologist & Chief 
Entomologist; The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
(CAES)
Many forests in Connecticut and neighboring states have 
experienced moderate to severe defoliation as a result of the 
2016 gypsy moth outbreak. The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station (CAES), the plant pest regulatory agency for 
the State, conducted forest health surveys with DEEP foresters 
and other partners, to document this damage. Dr. Stafford 
will review these survey data and discuss the contributing 
factors that led to this outbreak and how CACIWC member 
commissions we can potentially mitigate the expected impact of 
some on our forest resources during 2017.

B3. “Conservation & Environmental Clus-
ter Subdivisions”
Attorney Mark K. Branse, Branse & Willis, LLC
This workshop will provide background information on 
conservation and environmental subdivisions. It will examine 
their legislative history, regulatory authority, and the various 
approaches to their use in Connecticut. Attorney Mark Branse 
will emphasize how Conservation and Inland Wetlands 
Commissions can work more effectively with their local Planning 
& Zoning Commissions in promoting these valuable tools.

C3. “Vernal Pools & Monitoring Program 
Update”
Edward Pawlak, MS, Registered Soil Scientist; Certified 
Professional Wetland Scientist; Connecticut Ecosystems LLC 
Most CACIWC members are aware of the value of vernal pool 
ecosystems and the need to protect them. This workshop will 
review their origin, identification, and describe their associated 
habitats. The workshop will also discuss the Connecticut 
Association of Wetlands Scientists (CAWS) vernal pool 
monitoring program. The workshop will provide information 
on initial data trends and discuss how CACIWC member 
commissions can recruit vernal pools within their town for 
inclusion in this important monitoring program.



5

Alan Siniscalchi, President and Annual Meeting 
Chairman, convened the meeting at 9:15 a.m. and 

welcomed the meeting guests. Attendees were reminded 
to complete the meeting questionnaire form and also 
requested to provide email contact information to improve 
communication and outreach to CACIWC membership 
and build the CACIWC list-serve.
 
Business Meeting: The meeting was convened at 9:17 a.m. 

Approval of the November 15, 2014 Annual Meeting 
minutes: Motion and second from the floor to approve the 
minutes of the November 15, 2014 Annual Meeting. The 
motion carried. 

Reports: Alan Siniscalchi reviewed the Treasurer’s Annual 
Report for FY 2014-2015, the CACIWC Budget for FY 
2015-2016 and the President’s report contained in the 
annual meeting packet.

Old Business: No discussion.

Election of Officers and Directors:
Alan Siniscalchi referred to the report of the Nominating 
Committee for CACIWC Officers and County 
representatives. He thanked the nominating committee 
for their efforts to recruit new members and fill vacancies. 
Motion and second from the floor to approve the slate of 
officers and representatives. Motion carried.

Officers & County Representatives Elected

Executive Board:
President Alan Siniscalchi  
Vice President Peter Bassermann
Treasurer Charles Dimmick
Secretary Maureen FitzGerald

CACIWC Annual Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2015

Villa Capri Banquet Facility, Wallingford, CT

D3. “Connecticut River and Local  
Watershed Protection”
Eileen Fielding, Executive Director, Farmington River 
Watershed Association & Anne Hulick, Director, Connecticut 
Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund; Coordinator, Coalition 
for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut
This workshop will describe statewide efforts to protect key river 
watershed areas in Connecticut and emphasize the ecological 
value of these habitats. Workshop attendees will learn how town 
commissions can help maintain these areas, which are necessary 
to both preserve key ecosystems and protect current and future 
drinking water sources.

 County County
 Representatives Alternates

Fairfield County: Alicia Mozian Barbara Wilson

Hartford County: Ann Beaudin vacant  

Litchfield County:  Steve Wadelton vacant

Middlesex County: Laura Magaraci Marianne Corona

New Haven County: Maria Kayne vacant 

New London County: vacant vacant

Tolland County: Rod Parlee vacant  

Windham County: Steve Sadlowski vacant
  
At-Large Representative: Katherine Daniel

New Business:
Annual Recognition Award – Lifetime Achievement Award:
The Lifetime Achievement Award was granted to Margaret 
Miner of Rivers Alliance of Connecticut for dedication and 
commitment to the protection of rivers and watercourses in 
Connecticut. 

The workshop schedule and locations were reviewed. The 
Business Meeting adjourned at 9:24 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Maureen FitzGerald
 Secretary, CACIWC
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Connecticut Association of Conservation 
& Inland Wetlands Commissions 

Treasurer's Report & Budget: FY 2015-2016 
 

       Budget  Actual   Budget 
INCOME      FY ’15-16  FY ’15-16      FY ’16-17 
Membership Dues     11,600.00 10,040.00 11,000.00 
Habitat – Advertising, sponsorship     8,000.00   7,420.00   7,800.00 
Contributions           200.00      400.00      300.00 
Interest & reimbursements           10.00          9.45        10.00 
Annual Meeting Income    13,000.00 14,659.46 17,000.00 
CACIWC Publications Sales          100.00      349.00      200.00 
Grant Income      10,000.00             0.00 10,000 
TOTAL INCOME     42,910.00 32,877.91 46,310.00 
 
EXPENSES 
Education & Information 
Newsletter –Habitat 
      Layout, type, edit, graphics     2,900.00  2,913.75 2,900.00 
      Printing, collate, staple      3,300.00  3,457.40 3,400.00 
      Mailing- labels, mail service, postage    3,000.00  2,850.57         2,900.00                                                                                                                                                                                         
Other – Habitat Advertising Manager     3,000.00   2,932.31   3,000.00 
Web Site – administration, server fees       750.00       42.00    100.00 
List Serve Management              150.00       63.00    150.00 
Board of Directors development        200.00               0.00    200.00 
Workshops          1,000.00 1,012.50 1,000.00 
Other Organization Support              400.00     275.00    350.00 
IWC & CC Educ & Information             400.00        0.00    400.00 
  Subtotal    15,100.00 13,546.53      14,400.00 
Administration and Operations 
Administrative Support – Membership DB Mgt      800.00    241.50    500.00 
Administrative (other)          100.00        0.00    100.00 
Staff/ Executive Director    10,000.00        0.00        10,000.00 
Office Rental (DeKoven House)     1,800.00 1,800.00 1,800.00 
Office Equipment/Furniture         100.00        0.00        0.00 
Postage/Supplies          100.00        0.00      50.00 
Insurance           550.00    550.00    550.00 
Auditor/ Acct           400.00        0.00    400.00 
Fees                0.00      36.95     50.00 
Refunds               0.00      80.00     50.00 
Legislative Action          750.00       0.00   750.00 
Annual Meeting Expenses    15,000.00     16,384.98        19,000.00 
  Subtotal    29,600.00      19057.43        33,200.00 
 TOTAL EXPENSES    44,700.00     32,639.96        47,650.00 
 
Gain/(loss)                ($1790)   237.95 (1,340) 
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President’s Report for the 2016 Annual Meeting:
Another Year in Perspective

Discussions on the many challenges to the successful 
conservation of our natural environment continued to 

capture our attention during 2015 and 2016. The ongoing issue 
of climate change and its global and local impact on critical 
habitats and threatened species remains foremost on the minds 
of many Connecticut commissioners. During his keynote 
address to those in attendance at our 2015 Annual meeting & 
Environmental Conference, Dr. Michael Klemens supported 
our continued efforts to educate members on the impact of 
climate change and habitat degradation on local environments 
by reviewing new Connecticut-specific species population and 
habitat data in his keynote address, entitled “Herpetology in 
Connecticut: A 25 Year Retrospective.” During his presentation, 
he promoted better use of scientific data and discussed ways 
for commissions and their staff to increase collection of 
local information, while improving the resiliency of their 
communities to climate change. 
  Close to a quarter of a century has elapsed since the 
publication of Dr. Klemens’ Bulletin 112. During his 2015 
keynote address, Dr. Klemens outlined his efforts to analyze the 
current status of Connecticut’s amphibians and reptiles for an 
update to Bulletin 112 anticipated to be completed in 2016-17. 
He pointed out there have been major advances in the scientific 
understanding of these organisms. Dr. Klemens also noted that 
there have been a number of new emergent threats identified, 
including disease, climate change, and invasive/introduced 
species as well as changes in public perception and policy that 
have adversely impacted these species and their habitats. 
  His lecture focused on summarizing the status of 
Connecticut’s amphibians and reptiles, discussing the reasons 
for their vulnerability which has led to an ever increasing 
number of these species being added to Connecticut’s list 
of endangered, threatened, and special concern species. The 
lecture concluded with a series of suggested solutions that can 
be implemented at the local and State level to offset emerging 
threats to landscape and ecological integrity, including climate 
change, as well as policy changes that are needed to insure 
that scientific data continues to be effectively integrated into 
local and State land-use decisions. Ensuring that State lands 
of conservation significance are protected in perpetuity was 
emphasized as an essential part of an overall conservation 
strategy to conserve Connecticut’s amphibians and reptiles.
 At today’s 39th CACIWC Annual Meeting and 
Environmental Conference, we again pledge to continue to 
lend support to efforts to further document the adverse impacts 
on sensitive species while protecting our state forest and park 
system and the network of municipal open spaces that you, 
our member commissions, have worked so hard to identify, 
protect, and preserve. During this year’s keynote speaker panel, 
State Representative James M. Albis, State Senator Ted M. 
Kennedy, Jr., and State Representative Mary M. Mushinsky 
will discuss expectations for the upcoming legislative session 
including the ongoing efforts to enact a state constitutional 
amendment designed to permanently protect state parks  
and forests.

 During 2016, the new CACIWC 
Board of Directors began the first year 
of its two year term, headed by fellow 
executive board members Vice President 
Peter Bassermann, Secretary Maureen FitzGerald, and Treasurer 
Charles Dimmick. This 2015-17 Board of Directors also 
included members, Ann Beaudin, Marianne Corona, Katherine 
Daniel, Maria Kayne, Laura Magaraci, Rista Malanca, Alicia 
Mozian, Rod Parlee, Steven Sadlowski, Stephen Wadelton, and 
Barbara Wallace. During 2016, we reluctantly accepted the 
resignations of Steven Sadlowski and Barbara Wallace from our 
board. Today we also thank all past board members and staff for 
their work on behalf of CACIWC and our membership. 
 The CACIWC Annual Meeting Committee and the entire 
Board of Directors extend our appreciation to all of you who 
are in attendance here today. The committee has worked with 
our consultants to recruit informative speakers and exhibitors, 
refined our on-line registration and payment options and 
expanded publicity of our conference. We hope that these 
efforts will make this year’s experience especially useful to you.
 Even with these updated registration systems, the task of 
organizing our annual meeting and environmental conference 
is a major challenge for our small volunteer board without the 
benefit of full-time staff. We are inspired to continue this event 
each year by the feedback we receive from all of you. Please be 
certain to complete our annual conference survey before you 
head home today. We value every comment and suggestion that 
you provide to us each year as we strive to bring timely and 
relevant topics to your attention. 
 Many components of last year’s 38th Annual Meeting & 
Environmental Conference were developed in response to your 
earlier suggestions. This event, held at Villa Capri Banquet 
Facility in Wallingford on Saturday November 14, 2015, was 
our fourteenth day-long annual conference. A total of twelve 
workshops were provided within three topic tracks for inland 
wetlands and conservation commissioners and staff. 
 CACIWC was pleased to host Dr. Michael Klemens 
as the keynote speaker for our 38th Annual Meeting & 
Environmental Conference. As was previously discussed, Dr. 
Klemens emphasized the joint role of CACIWC and its member 
commissions has in protecting Connecticut’s important habitats 
from further degradation. The challenges to our members to 
protect these habitats will continue in 2016-17, ranging from 
reducing the impact of development pressure to preparing 
our towns for the impact of climate change balancing the 
regional and global needs for shelter, food and energy with local 
environmental conservation and protection. 
 In addition to providing our expanded workshops and 
exhibits, CACIWC has also continued its efforts for the 
support of commissions and recognition of commissioners 
and staff. One major annual recognition award was given to a 
deserving recipient during the 2015 annual conference.
 This 2015 conference honoree, Margaret Miner is received 
the CACIWC 2015 “Lifetime Achievement Award” for 

continued next page
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her many decades of service in the protection of rivers and 
watercourses throughout our state, along with her tireless 
advocacy work tracking statewide policy and legislation as one 
of the lead environmental champions in Connecticut.
 Margaret is Executive Director of Rivers Alliance of 
Connecticut, an organization that works to preserve and 
protect all of Connecticut’s rivers and water resources and Vice 
Chairman of the CT Water Planning Council Advisory Group. 
Jeffrey Silverman, leader of the Friends of the Lake organization 
described Margaret as “a fighting machine” in her advocacy of 
Connecticut’s waterways. Lynn Werner, Executive Director of 
the Housatonic Valley Association and long time member of the 
Board of Directors of Rivers Alliance, called Margaret “a true 
New England treasure.” The late Marc Taylor, then Chairman of 
the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition and River Network 
and also long time member of the Board of Directors of Rivers 
Alliance said, “I can’t think of anyone who deserves recognition 
as an environmental champion more than Margaret.”
 As Executive Director of Rivers Alliance, Margaret 
promotes public policies for the protection and restoration 
of healthy flows in all the state’s waterways, leads or serves on 
many regional and state-wide environmental planning and 
advocacy groups, raises funds for many environmental groups 
through the Alliance’s regranting program, informs and educates 
the public and interested groups concerning the science of 
environmental protection, the law, policy and newsworthy 
developments, and assists both individuals and groups who fight 
to protect water resources.
 Margaret’s work is widely recognized. Among the 
many awards she has received, the Connecticut Greenways 
Council presented her with a lifetime achievement award to 
recognize her dedication to the development of Connecticut’s 
greenways, specifically for her work on river protection and 
promotion of blueways. The Environmental Law Section of 
the Connecticut Bar Association awarded her the Clyde O. 
Fisher Award her significant contributions to the preservation 
or enhancement of environmental quality through work in 
the fields of environmental law, environmental protection and 
environmental planning.
 Gary Steinman, Chair of the Roxbury Conservation 
Commission, was one of two individuals who nominated 
Margaret for this award. In his nomination materials, he 
also emphasized her local involvement in environmental and 
conservation issues in and around her hometown of Roxbury. For 
example, Margaret served as Executive Director of the Roxbury 
Land Trust and contributed her talent and effort to numerous 
civic causes. Particularly when the cause has an environmental 
dimension, she always volunteers to help. This is true whether 
a town body, such as the Conservation Commission, needs 
help with sorting out an issue relating to the improper use of 
pesticides or we are collecting macroinvertebrates from our 
river bottoms to determine river health. She received the annual 
Partnership Award from Friends of the Lake (Lillinonah) for her 
work to promote better sewage treatment, especially phosphorus 
removal, in a number of municipalities.
 Whether it involves matters of legislation or education, it 
requires the assembly of collaborative teams or her dedicated 
effort as an individual, it encompasses a statewide or region-

wide issue or just a local concern, Margaret is always there 
contributing immensely while selflessly highlighting the 
contribution of others. 
 David B. Bingham, MD, who serves as a board member 
of the Eightmile River Wild and Scenic Coordination 
Committee also submitted a nomination for Margaret’s award. 
In his nomination description, he stated that there can be no 
group more apt for providing a lifetime achievement award 
to Margaret Miner than CACIWC, whose commissions 
have been inspired, guided, and supported by Margaret’s 
pioneering efforts. As a result, statewide, communities have 
been providing exemplary land use regulations, based on good 
science and extensive experience, that have made CT a leader 
in the protection not only of the wetlands and watercourses 
themselves, but of the riparian corridors and uplands that are 
inextricably connected to them.
 Margaret, and the award-winning Rivers Alliance she 
has led, have been critical not only in enacting and enforcing 
these policies, but in assuring that they meet high legal and 
constitutional standards that have assured success in the courts 
in upholding them. She richly deserved this award.
 Throughout 2016, the board has continued its other efforts 
to provide information and outreach support to commission 
members and staff through our website CACIWC.org and our 
quarterly publication The Habitat, which until recently were 
published under the direction of Editor and former President 
Tom ODell and Associate Editor and former Executive Director 
Ann Letendre. Other municipal commission and environmental 
advocacy efforts were pursued in conjunction with various 
partner organizations.
 During 2016, we continued the process of renewing our 
Strategic Plan. This plan was completed in 2008 under the 
patient guidance and facilitation of the late Allan Williams 
to whom we dedicated the 2009 conference. The 2008 plan 
consists of five high priority goals and twelve priority goals 
that have guided our activities during the past five years. The 
board and its Strategic Plan Committee has been reviewing 
our progress toward achieving the goals of this 2008 plan in 
the context of our mission, while we select the new goals and 
objectives for our upcoming plan. We will be sharing progress 
on the development of these new goals and objectives during 
2017 in upcoming issues of The Habitat. We thank those of you 
who submitted responses to our various commission surveys 
as these responses will provide us with important information 
to help guide our efforts. We remain committed to continue 
efforts that will enable CACIWC to expand its role as a strong 
and effective statewide organization in support of you, our 
municipal conservation and wetlands commissioners and staff. 
 As we look ahead to 2017, we anticipate that additional 
local, state, national and global changes that will impact our 
state, and we pledge to maintain our vigilance in the protection 
of Connecticut’s open spaces and important habitats. Those of 
us whom you entrust to lead CACIWC will continue efforts to 
bring you relevant educational programs while informing you of 
the latest issues affecting your role as one of Connecticut’s key 
conservation and habitat protection assets. 
 I know that I speak for the entire CACIWC Board of 
Directors in welcoming you to today’s 2016 Annual Meeting 
and Environmental Conference!

 — Alan J. Siniscalchi, President

President’s Report (continued)
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CACIWC 2016 Annual Recognition Award Recipient

Tom ODell received the CACIWC 2016 “Lifetime 
Achievement in Conservation Education & Editing 

Award” for his many decades of service to the Conservation and 
Inland Wetland Commissions of Connecticut as the CACIWC 
President, Executive Director, and Editor of The Habitat along 
with his tireless advocacy work for open space conservation as 
one of the lead environmental champions in Connecticut.
 While many people have served on the CACIWC Board 
of Directors or worked on publication of The Habitat during 
the last four plus decades, no one person has contributed more 
to its success than Tom ODell. Tom’s long service as Editor has 
perhaps influenced more CACIWC members during its 42 year 
run than any other aspect of our education and outreach efforts. 
It was with great reluctance, but with profound gratitude, that the 
CACIWC Board of Directors accepted resignation of Tom ODell 
as Editor the of The Habitat following the Summer 2016 issue. 
 To truly understand Tom’s many contributions to our state’s 
conservation efforts requires a brief review of the history of 
conservation and inland wetlands commissions in Connecticut 
and the formation of CACIWC. Many of our members are 
aware of the long history of land conservation and habitat 
protection by their fellow conservation and inland wetlands 
commissioners and staff throughout Connecticut. Following 
the enabling legislation of 1961 and legislation to expand their 
role in 1963, conservation commissions began to form in towns 
throughout our state. In 1964, the Connecticut Association 
of Conservation Commissions (CACC) was organized to help 
educate the expanding number of conservation commissioners 
volunteering to serve their towns. CACC provided literature 
and other information to help these new commissioners 
investigate and protect local habitats. 
 Tom’s early efforts as editor began in 1970 when, as a 
new member of the Westbrook Conservation Commission, 
he volunteered to assist in researching and developing content 
for the CACC newsletter, entitled Connecticut’s Environment. 
This CACC newsletter was first printed by the State of 
Connecticut Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
for distribution throughout the state. In 1971, when most 
state conservation and environmental protection activities were 
transferred to the newly formed Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), CACC and its newsletter continued to be 
supported along with publication of the first Handbook for 
Conservation Commissions.
 Major changes occurred with the passage of the 1972 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Act creating a new municipal 
government function, followed by Public Act 73-293, which 
increased the size of conservation commissions. Following the 
passages of these acts and within four years of the first Earth 
Day, the Connecticut Association of Conservation and 
Inland Wetlands Commissions (CACIWC) was organized 
in to help support the major expansion of municipal land use 
roles and responsibilities. CACIWC published the first issue 
of The Habitat in 1974 with Tom as its Interim Editor. The 
Habitat received financial support from the DEP until 1993 
with several others periodically helping out as supporting and 
interim editors. In 1994, Tom again accepted the position as 
Editor following his retirement from the US Forest Service. 
For the next 22 years Editor Tom, and Associate Editor Ann 

Letendre expanded and strengthened 
The Habitat. In 2006, the CACIWC 
Board of Directors supported the 
further expansion of newsletter, with 
stable advertising revenue support 
organized by Jeff Mills of J.M. 
Communications. The Habitat is 
now a major tool of the CACIWC 
education and outreach triad, along 
with our annual conference and our 
www.caciwc.org website. Tom’s many contributions to these 
efforts are widely recognized and much appreciated by the 
CACIWC Board of Directors and our members. 
 On Thursday, October 13, 2016, Tom ODell was honored 
for his statewide work and 46 years as Westport Conservation 
Commission Chairman at special ceremony held at Westport’s 
Water’s Edge Resort & Spa. CACIWC President Alan 
Siniscalchi presented Tom with his 2016 Lifetime Achievement 
award at this ceremony. Other announcements made during this 
event include the recent designation by the Town of Westbrook 
of the “Tom ODell Wildlife and Conservation Area” for an area 
of Long Island Sound including the three barrier islands known 
as Salt, Menunketesuck, and Duck.
 We again extend our most sincere thanks to Tom ODell 
for his many decades of service in support of CACIWC, the 
Westbrook Conservation Commission, and land conservation 
efforts throughout Connecticut!
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39th Annual Environmental Conference Sponsors

CACIWC would like to express its sincere gratitude to these sponsors! They made this event possible.

Barred Owl ($250-$499)
Connecticut Council of Small Towns

Connecticut Association of Conservation Districts 
Ernst Seeds

Alan J. Siniscalchi, CACIWC

Screech Owl ($100-$249)
Connecticut Forest & Park Association

Connecticut Land Conservation Council
Janet P. Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC

Maria Kayne, CACIWC
Maureen FitzGerald, CACIWC

Saw-whet Owl ($10-$99)
Ann Beaudin, CACIWC
Alicia Mozian, CACIWC

Rod Parlee, CACIWC


